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Welcome from the Resort Manager!

Mr. Luke J COX

Resort Manager and
PADI IDC Staff Instruc-
tor at Mataking Island

Welcome to this bumper May
edition of the Mataking Newslet-
ter for 2010.

So much has been happening on
the island since our last edition,
we have actually had to increase
the size of this newsletter in order
for us to tell you everything!

From our new and exciting Nitrox
Enriched Air facility at the resort
through to our successful Euro-
pean tour and to the development

After months of painstaking resto-
ration, A Lady
boat 0009) was officially launched
at the resort.

AiLady Sophiabd
boat catamaran,
they both now offer the absolute
luxury in aquatic transfer to the
resort.
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of our new and exciting shopped
we have been very busy here at
Mataking!

The sea conditions and weather
at the island here at the moment
is simply breathtaking!

With a constant 29-30 degrees,
we have been gifted recently with
some of the best underwater
visibility that | have ever seen! At
the House Reef just yesterday,
visibility was in excess of 50m!!

Together with the visibility comes
the great new life in the area.

Since April on our Sipadan trips
and local dive trips alike we have
had huge schools of Eagle Rays
at Turtle Playground, Whale
Shark sightings, Manta Rays and
even our resident videographer,
Dave had a close encounter with
a Hammerhead Shark

With the turtle breeding season
now upon us we are also very

The work on
a naked shell and rebuilt from
scratch.

We Hawe iextendedutihe cdbia oft

rebuilt her from the ground up.
Powered with twin200hp Yamaha
engines, she now really is a boat
to be admired alongside her sis-
tership, AGraceo.

proud to have released our very
first hawksbill turtle babies into
the sea just last week, with many
more nests very soon to hatch.

Great things have been happen-
ing here on the surface too this
quarter as we have completed
the extension to our restaurant
area, new Tepanyaki bar, devel-
oped a new and exciting menu
and extended our range of facili-
ties.

This month, we also welcome our
new ltalian Divemaster, Agnese
to the team. She has already
settled well and is having great
fun with all of our customers!

| do hope that you enjoy this
edition of the Mataking newslet-
ter, and even more look forward
to welcoming you to the island in
2010.

For any further information,
please email me at matak-
ing.manager@live.co.uk

i S o p hGnaland, wa $ave aldo eadded
S ospvehass shé wag strippedrdewn|toy

another new vehicle to our fleet.

AThe big
ury 24 seater coach that has
been especially designed for
transfers from Tawau airport to
the jetty at Semporna.

With onboard DVD player and
fully air-conditioned guests can
now fully transfer in style!
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This month we welcome our
newest member of the dive
team, Agnese, our ltalian
Divemaster to the Mataking
family.
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A proud moment for both
our Dive Centre Manager,
Neo and student Amelia, as
she graduates as a fully
fledged PADI Dive-master!

Al N 3
WE VISITED A
TOTAL OF 4
COUNTRIES,
ATTENDED 2
PREMIER DIVE
AND TRAVEL
SHOWS AND
MADE GREAT
FRIENDS ALONG
THE WAY! o

REEF DAY 2010 IS SET
FOR SATURDAY 5TH
JUNE!

WEEKS,
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Labor Day celebrations at The
Reef Dive Resort, Mataking Island
on Saturday 1 May had an extra
special meaning this year.

After a full 7 month internship,
local Marine Biologist, Amelia Ng
from Sarawak became the first
PADI Divemaster to graduate this
year at the resort.

The Professional Association of
Diving Instructors (PADI) are re-
sponsible for certifying both rec-
reational level and leadership
level training all over the world,
however it is the Divemaster level
which is one of the most demand-

ing courses.

Amel i a, aged 23,
been one of the most intensive yet
most enjoyable courses that |
have ever taken part in. Both the
physical and mental aspects of
the course were challenging, and |
feel that | have learnt a great deal
about myself and matured greatly
since | started all those months
agoo.

The Reef Dive Resort takes great
pride in being one of the market
leaders for Divemaster training in
Sabah, working hard towards
giving Malaysian people the op-

portunity to advance profession-
ally into the field of recreational
séugal d, AThi s has

Resort Manager and PADI Staff
I nstructor, Luke
are very proud of Amelia and her
achievement here as she be-
comes a true dive professional
within this expanding industry. Mr.
Cox added that the course is
tough but anyone can do it with
the right attitude and commitment.

As Amelia graduates from the
scheme, a new local trainee ap-
prentice has just begun!

In March this year The Reef Dive
Resort spread
for a highly intensive period of
sales, marketing and networking
amongst old friends and new!

The tour began with a PADI Staff
instructor Update seminar in Hong
Kong, followed by a flight to Ger-
many and onwards to Austria.

In Austria, we travelled overland
to Slovakia for meetings with
some great travel dive centres for
the country where some truly
wonderful contacts were made.

After Austria, we came back to

i t 6Germanyrig showtase tieuresaortp e
yria P Great friends were made at this

show who since this meeting have
been to the island and confessed
their love for Mataking!

at the ITB Travel Fayre in Berlin,
where we were joined by agents
and companies from all over the
world.

Following Germany, we then
made our way to London, UK
where we met further agents and
some great people from the asso-
ciated press.

The tour then came to a great end
with the London International Dive
Show (LIDS) which is one of the

largest shows in Europe.

Each year, Mataking Island, off
Semporna makes a concerted
effort to do its part in keeping the
beaches and seas clean in the
surrounding area by orchestrating
its annual Reef day and Beach
Clean-Up.

This year is no exception as the
staff and management of the is-
land prepare themselves for an-
other successful event at the re-
sort on Saturday 5™ JUNE 2010.
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With a PADI 5 star status, the
resort prides itself in playing a
pivotal role in eco-tourism and
education of both guests and local
people alike.

The resort Marine Biologist, Ame-
l'ia Ng said, i We
to incorporate this year a full Reef
Survey and Reef Check into our
programme. We will have guest
speakers from far and wide this
year who will give us a great in-
sight into what we can all do to

make things better for the marine

l'ife around us. o
Education and awareness is going
to be a key
event yet again as we will invite

young people from our local

sehools to \particigate bathcundere d

water and on the surface.

AWe have a great

this year which will allow us to do

so much more than
Amelia.
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The Reef Dive Resort at Mataking
Island is proud to announce a new
and exciting development within
its PADI 5 star facility

On April 14" the resort added
Enriched Air Diving (Nitrox) to its
already extensive range of recrea-
tional diving courses and activities
offered for its guests.

Normal compressed air is a com-
bination of 21% oxygen and 79%
nitrogen.

With an impressive safety record,
diving with this mixture of gases
has been common-place for many

€ arr

years.

However, when guests do a num-
ber of dives each day, this type of
repetitive diving can shorten the
length of time that guests can
enjoy the beautiful underwater
scenery that Sabah has to offer,
as well as make divers very tired
at the end of the day.

Divers using Nitrox are diving with
a higher percentage of oxygen,
which in essence means that
divers can stay at depth for longer
periods of time, with the higher
percentage of oxygen making
them far less tired.

Il ves at Mataking

Resort Manager, Mr. Luke J Cox
said, fAWe are very
now included Nitrox diving into our

5 star resort, being only a handful

of operators locally that can offer
this serviceo.

excited to

Due to the fact that Nitrox requires
a specific blending process, the
resort additionally trained four of
its key staff in DSAT (Diving Sci-
ence and Technologies) gas
blending procedures. Training the
staff was the responsibility of Mr.
Terry Dukes from Lega Istimewa ,
KK, Malaysia.

tween 22% and 40%!

diver we can train you!

At the end of April, the resort was
invited to an experts conference in
Kuala Lumpur.

Organised jointly by the University
of Kent and Universiti Teknologi
Malaysia, the focus of this confer-
ence was AHIi gh

Il mpact o with
regulation of the dive industry
within Malaysia.

Mataking has always played a
pivotal role within the Sabah area,
so it was a great honour to be
invited to this seminar to share

our wealth of experience within
this field.

This was one of the first times that
academics,
agencies and resort operators
have ever come together to dis-

Ycuss thid vitab rssue Hsurmpunding
i t 6 souma oceanst and dur smpacs en

them.

The resort looks forward to a fruit-
ful bond with all parties who at-
tended this vital forum and we
look forward to doing some great
work together.

NGObd s,

government
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On the morning of April 20th, our
resident marine Biologist and
Divemaster, Amelia was on rou-
tine Marine patrol on the resort
when she discovered the first of
our baby turtles being born at the
Northern hatchery.

Quickly gathering a group from
our devoted biology team, we very
carefully gathered all of the babies
and then proceeded to the rear of
the island, where they were re-
leased into the sea.This was the

first Hawkesbill release of this
year at the island, and seeing as
they are critically endangered we
are very happy!

AWith 2 very speci
the hatcheries at both the dive
centre and at the north of the
island, we are devoted at the
island to Turtle Conservation -
Management and Eco-t our i sm~
said Marine Biologist, Amelia.

This year we are set for a record
year in our very pro-active hatch-
ery department.

The first batch of baby
Hawkesbill turtles born
on Mataking for 2010!

Guests can sponsor turtle nests
here at the resort for just RM200!
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i\itrox is now available at
the resort for all mixes be-

If your not yet a Nitrox

have
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